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THE CATHOLIC LAYMAN. 



[NOTEMBES, 



There you have the whole history which the Jesuits 
have to give of Pope Lando I We might comment upon 
this, but why should we, when we look at what is to follow ! 

POPE JOHN x. 

"John, of whom we have spoken above, in the life of 
Lando, from being Archbishop of Ravenna was made 
Pope, or rather false Pope, in the year of our Lord 912, 
in the time of Constantino, Emperor of the East. The 
most impudent harlot, Theodora, being vehemently in- 
flamed with the beauty of his appearance, procured him 
to be appointed in the room of Pope Lando, whom Lando 
himself had ordained Archbishop of Kavenna from being 
Bishop of Bononia. Theodora did that, says Luitprand, 
lest, in consequence of the distance of two hundred miles, 
by which Bavenna is separated from Rome, she should only 
very rarely enjoy the concubinage of her lover. Thus an 
unchaste man, bearing rule by the power of the prostitute of 
Borne, was made false Pope, and a wicked invader of the 
See ; which, that you may believe that it could have hap- 
pened, remember readerj that Theodora (as Luitprand 
testifies) had two daughters — the one Marozia by name, 
whom she prostituted to the false Pope Sergius; the 
other Theodora, who, in adultery with Adelbert, Mar- 
quis of Tuscany, conceived Alberic, who, at this time, had 
usurped the principality of the city of Borne, and ruled 
over it almost alone j besides (remember) that Marozia, 
after the death of Sergius, had married Wido, Prince of 
Tuscany, the legitimate son of Adelbert, whose power was 
so great that he appeared to be called a king rather than 
a marquis.'" 

Well, this is a reason for having such Popes. These 
women, in their fornications, and in their marriages, sur- 
passed the common wickedness of mankind. This woman, 
Theodora, married the son of him by whom her own sister 
had a son in adultery. And these women, by the political 
influence which they gained by prostitution and adultery, 
made the Popes! No wonder that the Popes were the 
most infamous of mankind ! 

So the Jesuits go on — " By these waves the ship of 
Peter was tossed. But Christ sleeping in it, suffered it to 
be covered and overwhelmed by those storms ; but not to 
be wholly sunk. For being freed from infinite heresies, 
he rendered it so safe against the most heavy scandals, 
that fob the very cause for which the heretical innova- 
tors (the Protestants), like impious men, blaspheme the 
Church, for that very cause the sons of the same Church, 
in gratitude to God, praise and bless God."t 

But if any of our readers do bless God for such Popes, 
elected by such means, we confess we know not what to say 
to them. 

But was this infamous wretch a false Pope or a true 
one ? Bishop Milner considers him essential to the succes- 
sion ; and let us hear the Jesuits, Labbe and Cossart — 
"From the things transacted under this Pope it is gathered 
as very probable, that he who had entered as an invader, a 
thief, and a robber, began to be reckoned as a legitimate 
Roman Pontiff, by the consent of the clergy accruing to 
him, when his own troops being joined with Alberic, the 
son of Adelbert, Marquis of Tuscany, he came to battle 
with the same against the Saracens. For, after the Saracens 
were conquered, various embassies arc read of, sent to him 
from different parts of the world for imploring pallsj and 
other things,"§ of which several instances follow. Oue of 
them is worth notice — a boy under fifteen years of age was 
made Archbishop of Rhemes ; which (the Jesuits say ) Pope 
John not only tlid not condemn, but he confirmed the 
election, which led to a common practice, in after ages, of 
appointing boys to such offices ! And of this the Jesuits 
very fairly say — " truly a work worthy of such a Pope, 
whom an infamous woman, by her infamous work, had in- 
truded into the throne of Pcter.|| 

The history of Pope John X. thus concludes — " And 
when after afi these things, Pope John had held the See 



* Johannes, de quo supra in Landoiie, ex archiepiscopo Ravennate 
faotus est Pontifex, vel potius pseudo-papa. Anno Domini nongen- 
ttasimo duodecimo, tempore Constantini impcratoris orientals. Theo- 
dora meretrix impudentissima id hujus specie! decorem vehementer 
exardens, Landoni Pontinci subrogari procuravit eumdem. quern ipse 
Lando ex Bononiensi episcopo Archiepfccnpum Raven -item ordinaverat. 
Fecerat illud Theodora, inqnit Luitprandus, ne amasii ducentorutn 
milliarium interpositione, quibus Kavenna sequestrator a Roma, ra- 
ri&simo concubitu potiretur, Ita impudicus homo meretricis virions 
Eomse pollens, factus est pseudo-papa et ncfarius sedis invasor. Quod 
nt fieri potuisse credas, memincris lector, Thcodoram, ut testutur Luit- 
prandus, duaa habnisse Alias, unam Maroziam nomine, qiutn Sergio 
pseudo-pontifici prostituit ; alteram Thcodoram quam per adulterium 
ex Adelberto Tuscis marchione susccpit Albericum, qui hoc tempore 
urbis Rootle principatnm usurpabat, eique fere solus dominabatur ; 
praeterea Maroziam post obitum Sergii nupsisse Widoni nlio Adelbei ti 
legitimo Tuscise principi, cujnstanta erat putentia, ut rex potius qu im 
marchio vtderetur appellandus — Labbe and Cossart. vol ix., cnl. 569. 

t His riuctibus agitabatur navicula Petri. Verum Climtus in ea dor- 
mieus patiebatur illani istis procellis operiri et imnierci ; sed mm 
plane absorbed. Nam liberatam ab infinitis haaresibus contra gravis- 
siina acandala reddidi* adeo tutam, ut qua tie causa hecretici novatores 
ecclesiam, velut impii, blasphemaQt, eamdem ob causam nlii ejusdem 
ecclesis Deo grati Deum laudent, et benedicant. — Labbe and Cossart, 
vol. ix., col. 5S9. 

X The seeking for palls from a Pope was the stronscst recognition 
which archbishops couid give, that they acknowledged that Pope as 
legitimate, and that they were subject to him as Pope. 

$ Ex rebus sab hoc pontinci gestis. verisimile esse coliigitur, quod 
qui invasor, fur, et latro ingressus erat, accedente cleri consensu, legi- 
timns Romanus Pontifex haberi coapeiit, qunndo copiis suis cum Al- 
berico Alio Adelberti marcliionis Tuscia; coojuuetis, cum eodem contra 
Saracenos in prslium venit. Nam post Saracenos debellatos, diversae 
legationes ex diversis orbis partibus pro palliis aliisve rebus implo- 
randis ad eum miss.e legnntnr. — Labbe and Cossart, vol. ix., col. 570. 

j| Opus sane tali Pontince diguum, quern iafamia foemina infanii 
opere in solium Petri intruserat (p. 570). 



siXTEBN tears, Wido, Marquis of Tuscany, at the per- 
suasion of Marozia, his wife, who formerly had been pros- 
titute to Pope Sergius, threw into prison him (Pope 
John) removed from his See, on account of Peter lie 
brother of the Pope, whom they (Wido and Marozia) per- 
secuted with the greatest hatred ; and not long after, this 
invader and unjust possessor of the Apostolic See, died in 
that same prison, or was most wickedly suffocated by a 
pillow placed on his mouth, and met with an end worthy 
of his crimes. So that he who had violently seized the 
Holy See by means of the unchaste mother, Theodora, 
being hurled from it and cast into prison by the just judg- 
ment of God, was deprived of it, and of his life together, 
by the equally unchaste daughter."* 

And this man, John X., was Vicab of Christ, and 
HEAD OP THE CHURCH, for SIXTEEN vears ! Or, if he 
was not, who was ? The Jesuits call him a false Pope, 
and yet say that he came to be taken for a true one ! But 
Bishop Milner reckons him in that succession of Popes, 
through which the claim of the present Pope must be proved ! 

The reader is now, perhaps, as much disgusted with 
the history of Popes as we are. Gladly would we turn 
from such a subject ; but while so many think that the 
Popes are the inheritors of the promises which Christ has 
made to his Church, we must needs try and disgust them 
with that false notion, that they may learn to look for the 
performance of the promises of Christ to those who have 
been his true Church in every age — all those who have 
taught and sought salvation by the name of Christ, and 
have departed from iniquity. We shall, therefore, con- 
tinue the history of the Popes of the tenth century in our 
next number. In the meantime, let our readers consider 
what Bishop Milner (a Roman Catholic bishop, in Eng- 
land, in the nineteenth century), says of the tenth cen- 
tury : — " This age is generally considered the least en- 
lightened by piety and literature of the whole number. Its 
greatest disgrace, however, arose from the misconduct of 
several of the above-mentioned Pontiffs, owing to the 
prevalence of civil factions at Rome, which obstructed the 
freedom of canonical election ; yet in this list of names 
there arc ten or twelve which do honour to the Papal 
calendar ; and even those who disgraced it by their lives, 
performed their public duty in preserving the faith and 
unity of the Church irreproachably." 

Thus it seems Bishop Milner thought such infamous 
men were quite capable of being, and actually were very 
good Popes, and very efficient Vicars of Christ. But, 
in our opinion, a Christian bishop who, for the sake of 
bolstering up his cause, can give no harsher name than 
" misconduct" to such horrible iniquities, does misconduct 
himself very grossly. 



ORIGIN OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION. 

In the approaching month of December, the city of 
Rome will be the scene of a grave and imposing 
spectacle. On the 8th of that month, as we learn from 
various sources, a large number of Roman Catholic 
bishops and dignitaries, gathered together from all parts 
of the world, will assemble under the presidency of 
Pope Pius IX ; and it is confidently expected that the 
result of their deliberations will be, to decide the ques- 
tion of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, 
which has long been a source of bitter controversy in 
the Church of Rome, and to make it an article of faith, 
for all present and future members of that Church. 

We have already, on more than one occasion, brought 
this subject under the notice of our readers,! but we 
think that it may be useful, at the present crisis, to 
make a few remarks on the origin of the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception. In a question which the head 
of the Roman Catholic Church deems of such pressing 
importance that he has called to his aid all his best and 
wisest councillors, to help him to come to a decision, we 
are sincerely anxious, for our part, thatevery intelligent 
member of that Church should be able to form an 
opinion how far the Pope's decision (whatever it may 
be) is in conformity with the ancient doctrine of the 
Christian Church or not. 

On the Feast of the Assumption in the present year, a 
pastoral letter was addressed by the most Rev. Dr. Cullen 
to the Roman Catholic clergy and laity of Dublin, in 
which the following passage occurs: — "It is our 
sad lot to have been born in original sin. and to have 
inherited from our first parents the maledictions which 
they brought on themselves by transgressing God's 
commandments ; whilst Mary, by a privilege granted to 
her alone among all the children of Adam, was con. 
ceived free from every stain of sin. Such is the received 
doctriue of all the Catholic world, and such it has 
ever bken." It becomes, then, an interesting subject 
of enquiry, to ascertain the real facts of the case, with 

* Cumque post haec omnia Joannes papa annos sedecem sedem tenu- 
isset, Wido Tuscite Marchio, suasu Maroz:se conjugis, quse quondam 
Sergio papa; prostituta fuerat, eumdem propter Petrum papas germa- 
num, qucm sutmna invidia proseqnebantur, sede amotum in carcerem 
conjecit ; atque in eodem non multo post defunctus, vel cervicali ori ej us 
imposito pessime suffocatos finem accepit invasor atque injustus 
detentor sedis apostolicse ; ut qui per impudicam matrem Theodoram, 
sacrosanctain sedem violenter arripuir, per Aliam a»iue impudicam, 
justa Dei vindicta, ejectus, et in carcerem conjectus, ea simol cum 
vita caruerit— Labbe and Cossart, vol. ix., col. 57 1. 

t Vide Ca.thoi.ic LiiMAs, voL i„ p. ID (February, 1852) i vol. Hi, 
p. 97 (August, 1854). 



regard to the doctrine in question. If, as Dr. Cullen 
so positively asserts, the Christian Church has always 
believed in the Immaculate Conception, it is plain that 
we ought to find some traces of this doctrine, either in 
Holy Scripture, or in the works of the ancient Fathers. 
Dr. Cullen, perhaps through inadvertence, forgot 
to add any proofs of his assertion ; we will en- 
deavour to supply the deficiency, so far as it may be in 
our power. 

When a sect of heretics called the Collyridians, who 
lived in the fourth century, began to worship the Virgin 
Mary as a goddess, and to offer up to her little cakes in 
sacrifice upon her festival, their superstitious practices 
were at once condemned by Epiphanius Bishop of Sa- 
lamis; and one of the chief arguments which he em- 
ployed against these corrupters of primitive truth was 
as follows : " What Scripture hath told us any thing 
concerning this ?"* In like manner, when a sincere and 
pious Christian desires to satisfy his mind respecting 
the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception, the first 
question to which he would naturally desire an answer 
is this, " what Scripture hath told us anything con- 
cerning this doctrine ?" 

Let us suppose our enquirer to turn for information 
to Cardinal Bellarmine, the great storehouse of dogmatic 
theology, and what is the result of his enquiry ? Not 
one single text of Scripture can be adduced in support of 
the doctrine in question. Nay, more, the learned Car- 
dinal seems almost inclined to be cross and peevish, as 
if the request for Scriptural authority, or even Church 
authority, on this point, was quite unreasonable. 
" People must not expect," saith he, "that we can bring 
forward an express text of Scripture in this matter, or 
any certain definition of the Church. "f But why must 
we not expect a plain text of Scripture on this point? 
The Apostles, it is evident, either believed the doctrine 
of the Immaculate Conception, or they did not. If they 
did believe it, why may we not look for some declara- 
tion of their belief, in those holy Scriptures which con- 
tain the record of the doctrines they taught ? If they 
did not believe it, what becomes of LV. Cullen's asser- 
tion, that the Church has always held this doctrine? 

But we are not left to mere conjecture on this subject, 
and it was not without good grounds that Bellarmine 
felt a strong dislike to appeal to Scripture, upon the 
question of the Immaculate Conception. The Bible has 
repeatedly described the corruption of the whole human 
race in such plain and general terms that it is incon- 
ceivable, if the Virgin Mary had been really free from sin, 
that her case would not have been specially excepted by 
some one or other of the inspired writers. But of such an 
exception no trace whatever is to be found in the 
whole of the New Testament. What emphatic language, 
for example, does St. Paul make use of in his Epistle 
to the Church of Rome, of his day, as if he almost 
foresaw the rise of grievous errors upon this very point — 
'■'■All have sinned, and do need the glory of God." — Rom. 
iii. 23. " As by one man sin entered into this world and, 
by sin, death, and so death passed upon all men, in whom 
all have sinned.'' — Rom. v. 12. "The Scripture hath 
concluded all under sin." — Galat. iii. 22. And, if the 
meaning of these texts be not sufficiently clear, let us 
listen to the direct and special application which St. 
Augustine makes of them to the Virgin Mary. "Mary, 
sprung from Adam, died, because of sin ; Adam died be- 
cause of sin; and the flesh of our Lord, derived from 
Mary, died to take away sin."J Death, we are told in 
Scripture, is the penalty of sin ; and if we believe, as St. 
Augustine teaches, and as the Christian Church always 
held, that the Virgin Mary was subject to death, it is plain 
that, in some shape or other, she must have sinned ; and, 
therefore, her nature could not have been wholly pure. 

Wc cannot place the Scriptural evidence on the doctrine 
of the Immaculate Conception in a clearer light than by 
quoting the words of Melchior Canus, a distinguished 
canonist of the Church of Rome — "The dogma which 
holds that the Blessed Virgin was free from original sin 
is nowhere delivered in the Scriptures, according to their 
proper sense : nay, the general law which is delivered in 
them embraces all who were descended from Adam, 
without any exception. Nor can it be said that this 
doctrine has descended in the Church by apostolic tra- 
dition ; for traditions of this kind cannot have come to us 
through any other persons than by the ancient bishops, 
and the holy authors who succeeded the apostles. But 
it is evident that these ancient writers did not receive 
this doctrine from their predecessors.^ 

* iroia Si Tic ypa$7j fJtny?/<raro irepl tovtov — 
Epiphan., adv. Hteresea, lib. iii., Haer. 71), p. 1062. Colon., 1682. 

t Neque vero expectandnm est, ut cxpressum Dei vcrbum adfera- 
raus, aut certam aliquam Ecclesis dennitionem. — Uellarm. de amiss. 
Grat. et Stat. Pecc., lib. iv., cap. xv., torn. iv. p. 103. Colon., 1615. 

J Maria ex Adam mortua propter peccatnm; Adam mortuus 
propter peccatnm; et caro Domini ex Maria mortua est propter 
delenda peccata. — S. August Op. Enarr., ia Psalm xxxiv., Sena, ii, 
torn, iv., col. 240. Par., 1631. 

} Beatam Virginem a peccato originali fuisse penitns liberam e 
libris sacris juxta germanum literae sensum nusquam habetur. Quin- 
imo lex generalis in eis traditur, quae universos filios Adam, caroali 
scilicet propagations creatos, sine ulia exceptione complectitur. Nee 
vero dici potest, per tradiiioneru apostolomm id in ecclesiam descen- 
disse; cum hujusmodi traditiones non per alios, quam per episcopos 
illos antiquos et sanctos auctores apostolis succedentcs, ad nos usqua 
perrenerint. At constat, priscos illos Scriptores non id a majoribus 
accepisse.— Melchior Canus, De Locia Theol , lib. vii., cap. iii., vol. L, 
p. 377. Matriti, 1792. 
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Hitherto, then, we have not seen much reason to rest 
satisfied with Archbishop Cullen 's positive assertion, that 
the Church has always believed the doctrine of the 
Immaculate Conception. Perhaps, however, when we 
come down a few centuries later, to the times of the 
early fathers, we shall find some evidence that they held 
this doctrine, which is now deemed so vitally important 
that it is about to be erected into an article of faith. 
And, accordingly, when we examine their writings, we 
do find several clear statements of their views on this 
head ; but, unfortunately, one and all held the very 
opposite opinion to that whieh Dr. Cullen advocates, 
and which he states to have been always held and be- 
lieved by the Church ! 

We do not ask our readers to take this fact merely 
upon our word ; we shall adduce evidence of its truth, 
from the statements of many eminentBoman Catholic 
divines. Cardinal Cajetan, for example, reckons up 
fifteen Fathers, whom he calls "irrefragable," who 
believed that the Virgin was conceived in sin ; and the 
Jesuit writer, Salmeron, reporting the judgment of 
some Romanist writers on the same side, says, *' Some of 
them reckon up two hundred Fathers'' who agree with 
them ; " others — for example, Bandellus — reckon up 
three hundred."' 

It is needless, however, to quote any further autho- 
rities, for the testimony of Melchior Canus, which 
we are about to cite, is so clear and explicit that it 
ought to set the matter at rest. We may observe, in 
passing, that this learned writer was himself inclined to 
believe in the Immaculate Conception, as a pious and 
probable opinion ; but he was far too honest and too 
upright to misrepresent the views of the early Fathers, 
even for the sake of supporting his own conclusion by 
the weight of their venerable names. His words are as 
follows : " All the saints, who have made mention of this 
question, assert with one voice that the Blessed Virgin was 
conceived in sin.'f He then gives references to the 
works of S. Ambrose, S. Augustine, S. Chrysostom, 
S. Bernard, and a host of other writers, in proof of his 
statement. It would be easy for us to cite these autho- 
rities at length ; but the quotation we have given above 
from S. Augustine may be taken as a sufficient specimen. 
And, finally, Melchior Canus winds up his catalogue 
with the emphatic declaration, that — "nullus sanctorum 
contravenerit." — not one of the Fathers contravenes the 
statement, that the Virgin was conceived in original sin. 
After the foregoing citations, we think we may fairly 
ask our readers, what weight ought, in reason, to be 
attached to Dr. Paul Cullen's deliberate assertion 
that the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 
has always been the received doctrine of the Catholic 
world f" If a lawyer in a court of justice were to state 
to the jury that he had several witnesses to prove a 
certain fact, and if these witnesses, one and all, proved 
the very opposite, would not the jury have reason to 
question either his ability or his good faith? For we 
must remember that the point ou which we are now 
at issue with Dr. Cullen, is not as to the truth or 
falsehood of the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception 
itself, but solely as to a matter of fact — namely, did the 
ancient Church believe this doctrine, or did it not ? The 
belief of the early Church can only be learned from the 
writings of the Fathers and other authors of the time ; 
and if these, as Melchior CanuB states, assert with one 
voice that the Immaculate Conception was not then 
believed by the Church, on what ground does 
Dr. Cullen assert that it was, aad has always been 
believed ? 

We can easily conceive a Roman Catholic writer to 
Speak thus: — "I do not care for ancient authorities; I do 
not mind what two, or three, or ten, or a hundred Fathers or 
Doctors have said ; I am only anxiousto adopt that opinion 
which will best secure and defend the honour of Mary."J 
Such a line of conduct might not, indeed, be very con- 
sistent in a member of the Church of Rome, which has 
always, prided herself on the immutability of her doctrines ; 
but it would at least be plain and intelligible. To assert, 
however, as Dr. Cullen has done, that the Church has 
always believed a doctrine which it can be proved, on 
the most unimpeachable testimony, that she did not believe, 
is a mode of argument little likely, we should imagine, to 
bring conviction to any impartial and unprejudiced 
mind. 

Perhaps, however, some of our readers may ask — If the 
ancient Church did not believe the doctrine of the Imma- 
culate Conception, at what time was it invented ? To this 
question, we fear that we can give no certain reply. It may, 
perhaps, have been held by some few individuals about 
the ninth or tenth centuries, but it did not come prominently 
into notice until the time of S. Bernard, about the middle 
of the twelfth centum That eminent writer, as we for- 
merly stated, set himself vigorously to oppose this innova- 
tion in the faith ; and he denounced both the festival of the 
Immaculate Conception and the doctrine itself to be 

* Qaidam illoram computant ducentos Patres; alii, nt Fs;indellus, 
trecentos. Caietanos quindectm, et illos quidem, ut ait, irrefragubiles. 
—Salmeron, Cumm in N. T., Rom. 5, disp. 51, in princip. Colon. 1602. 

t Sancti namque omnes, qni in ejus rei mentionem incidere, nno 
ore asseverarunt, Beatam Virginem in peccato originali conceptam 
esse-— Melch. Car.us, lit supra, vol. L, p. 369. 

* wt , 3 T * ew of the Q ne&ti °n WQ 9 actually advanced, in substance, by 
trie Jesuit writer, J. Baptists Poza— tide his Elncidar., lib. 13, tr. 10, 
p. 1050. 



"false, new, vain, and superstitions."* But, nevertheless, 
this newly-invented doctrine, unknown to the best and 
purest times of the Church, gradually crept in ; until at 
length, about fourteen centuries after the Christian era, 
the feast of the Conception was formally enrolled among 
the sacred festivals of the Church of Rome.f If, there- 
fore, novelty be a proof of error in religion, as Roman 
Catholic writers are so fond of asserting, we know not how 
those who believe the doctrine of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion can defend themselves from the charge. 

We have met with one allusion to this doctrine, indeed, 
as early as the seventh century; but it may amuse some 
of our readers to be told that this allusion occurs, not in 
the work of any orthodox Father, but in the Koran of 
Mahomet. In the third chapter of that work, the writer, in 
giving an account of the birth of the Virgin Mary, speaks 
of "driving Satan away with stones," in which words, 
according to the Jesuit Maracci, the Immaculate Concep- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin is hinted at.J One of the Maho- 
metan commentators on this passage of the Koran writes, 
that according to a tradition of Mahomet's, every person 
that comes into this world is touched at his birth by the dovi 1, 
and, therefore, cries out, Mary and her Son only excepted. 
The citation is given at length, in the original Arabic, 
in Maracci's notes on the Koran ; and it is with 
reference to this curious theory, that Gibbon observes 
— "The Latin Church has not disdained to borrow from 
the Koran the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin."§ 
If this statement of the historian be well founded (and 
Gibbon's learning is rarely at fault), it would fur- 
nish a remarkable illustration of the progress of human 
error. Strange, indeed, would it be, if the doctrine, which, 
in the conrse of a few weeks, a venerable conclave of 
Christian bishops, with the Pope at their head, aro about 
to stamp with the seal of infallibility, should have had its 
first rise, more than a thousand years ago, in the way- 
ward fancy of an Arabian impostor ! 

But it is time for us to draw our remarks to a close. 
The question of the Immaculate Conception has proved a 
source of bitter contention and animosity, within the bosom 
of the Church of Rome, for a space of more than three cen- 
turies. Successive Popes were frequently supplicated to 
put an end to those disgraceful quarrels between the rival 
sects of the Dominicans and Franciscans, which we de- 
scribed at length in a former number, and to termi- 
nate the struggle by an infallible decree. One of tire last 
of these attempts was made in the year 1617. At that 
time Philip III., King of Spain, sent an embassy to 
Pope Paul V., with this special object in view. The Pope 
made answer,J that he acknowledged the great probability 
of tho opinion of those who defended the Immaculate 
Conception ; but he said, that the adversaries of that opi- 
nion still maintained, that if the question came to a formal 
definition of faith, (At; sentence must needs go on their 
side, because of the authority of the Scriptures, the Doc- 
tors, and St. Thomas Aquinas. Tho Immaculate Con- 
ception, therefore, was still allowed to remain " a pious 
opinion." 

At last, after the lapse of more than two centuries, the 
formal definition is about to be pronounced. Will Pius 
IX. be governed by the authority of " the Scriptures, the 
Doctors, and St. Thomas Aquinas," or will he throw 
them all aside, and set up a new article of faith in tho 
Church, which was unknown to the Fathers and Apostles? 
A few short weeks will decide. Meanwhile, we would ear- 
nestly commend to the attention of our Roman Catholic 
readers the solemn warning and encouragement which 
was given to the Jews of old, by the mouth of one of 
God's ancient prophets — "Thus saith the Lord: Stand 
ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, which 
is the good way, and walk ye in it ; and you shall find re- 
freshment fur your souls." — Jer. vi. 10. 



THE LIFE OF A PRIEST. 
(Continued from page 119.) 

After leaving France, I next visited the principal cities 
of the Low Countries, that gave birth to Emperors and 
Crusaders, and exercised a decided influence not only on 
the religious and political, but also the commercial state of 
Europe for several centuries. It would be unsuitable to 
my purpose in writing this sketch, to attempt to describe 
the noble churches, the rich galleries of paintings, and 
the high state of agriculture and manufacturing industry, 
which I witnessed with admiration in the Netherlands. 
I cannot, however, refrain from making a few remarks on 
the agriculture of these countries, in which subject many 
of the readers of the Catholic Layman take a lively 
interest. 

I have never seen, in any part of England or Ireland, 
such a universal school of industry, or a better or more 
skilful cultivation of the soil than in these countries. 

* Xulla ei ratione piacebit contra ecclesiie ritnm prawumpta novttas, 
muter temeritatis, aoror superstitiuuis, filia levitatis. — S. Bernard, Ep- 
174, torn, i , col. 393. Paris, 1S39. 

t Tan'lem vero Ecclesia Roraana ante 200 anno* celebritatem hane 
generaliter amplexa est; unde quouammodo videtitr Conceptionem 
Virginia caiionizasse. — Suarez, torn 2, in 3, Thoai. qu. 27, art. 2, 
disp. 3, sect. 5, p. 24. Mogimt. 1604. 

t Hinc opinantttr aliqul, innui imimraitatem ab originali peccato 
Beati&simffi Virginia.— Maracci in Alcoran., torn, li , p. 112. Patavii, 
1698. 

§ Gibbon's Decline and Fall, cap. 50, 

|| Vide Legatio Philippi III. ad Panl V., per Luc. Waddingum. 
o. 284. Lovain , 1624. 



Their stock is excellent, and more beautifal and luxuriant 
crops of corn are nowhere to be seen. The farmers appeal 
to adopt very generally the three-crop shift ; and for clean* 
liness and absence of weeds, I have seldom seen any tillage 
equal to that of Belgium. Their cattle are seldom to be 
seen in the fields during the summer's heat, at the mercy 
of their indefatigable tormentor, the gad-fly ; but tied up, 
under shelter, during the heat of the day, and fed with 
clover, which greatly augments that indispensable ally 
of the farmer — manure. The manure-heaps are, in- 
deed, often larger there at the end of autumn than ours 
generally are in the beginning of April. Nothing can 
surpass their neatness. No thriftless or slovenly prac- 
tices are to be seen in either Flanders or Holland. All 
their stock-yards are clean and trim, and their manure- 
heaps are never exposed either to the sun's evaporation in 
summer, or to the chilling rains of winter, and no farm is 
wanting in that essential requisite, the cistern or tank for 
liquid-manure. It was too late in the season for me to 
see Flora decorated in her vernal dress, and I cannot, 
therefore, say anything that might be acceptable to the 
admirers of flowers, beyond this, that I purchased in a 
seed-shop, in Bruges, a few bulbs of the double ranun- 
culcs, anemone, tulip, narcissus, and lily, which, it will 
be seen hereafter, were not without influence upon my 
future life and happiness, in a way I little anticipated at 
that time. 

At Ghent I became acquainted with a priest named 
Vandergelt, who was the only man of his class who, at 
that period, ever spoke freely to me of the necessity of a 
reformation in the Church of Rome. He condemned the 
use of the Latin language in the Liturgy, the celibacy of 
the clergy, abstinence, and jubilees ; and reprobated, above 
all, the withholding the Word of God from those for whom 
it was originally iutended. He even went further, and 
said that the Pope's infallibility was a doctrine got up by 
tho Jesuits to uphold the dogmas of the Church, and to 
support their own favourite principle — " Let her be what 
she is, or let her not be at all." If all priests were at 
liberty to speak their private sentiments freely, who can 
tell how many now in communion with Rome might, at 
this moment, wish for her reformation as sincerely as 
Vandergelt did. 

There was, however, one religious institution in the 
Netherlands, which I cannot help mentioning with respect. 
In nearly all the large towns are to be seen numbers of 
Beguines or nuns, with small baskets in their hands, con- 
taining medicine, and refreshments for the sick and indi- 
gent. They do all this, and even dress wounds of the 
most repulsive character, by profession ; and, they add, 
that they would do more for the glory of God. I am, 
however, very much mistaken if they would not fulfil 
the ends of their creation, to more effect, by bringing np 
a family in the love and fear of God, and thereby add 
fresh stars to the kingdom of Heaven. They are, generally, 
young ladies of high birth and education, who devote 
themselves to those works of meroy. 

As I was speaking one day to the above-mentioned 
Vandergelt, in Ghent, one of those fair Beguines came up 
and spoke to him in tho French language, most earnestly 
and pathetically. It was in favour of a fresh instance of 
distress, that came under her observation, in one of the 
public hospitals of the city, and to the funds of which she 
contributed largely. The priest assured her the case should 
be immediately attended to, whereupon she took leave 
and went on with her labour of love. He told me she was 
the daughter of a rich merchant in Brussels, who bestowed 
her fortune on tho public institutions of the country, and 
devoted her whole time to relieving the poverty and suffer- 
ings of her fellow-creatures. She had a superior figure, 
great dignity of demeanour, and charming elegance of 
manners ; she had also a melancholy cast of countenance, 
which induced me to think that something else led to this 
melancholy expression, besides the footsteps of care. Per- 
haps, however, this air of melancholy gained her more of 
public sympathy and feeling, than if the picture was pos- 
sessed of the highest degree of colouring. When the priest 
said he would at once attend to her application, I shall not 
easily forget the smile of religious fervour that evidently 
sprung from the heart, at the feeling, that immediate re- 
lief was to be imparted to the object of her solicitude. I 
was taken so much by the warmth and energy of her ap- 
peal, and the consequence of it, that had I met her on the 
plains of Indostan, I would have reverenced her with 
more true devotion, than would a Hindoo a venerable 
Brahmin. Shall the names of Vandercrist (or Nightingale) 
be forgotten, when those of Alexander and Celestine still 
continue to hold a place in the annals of Europe? 

From Ghent I started in one of those heavy coaches 
that drag their unwieldy lengths along to Bruges, where I 
arrived in the month of September, 1834. All the cities 
of the low countries are very commercial and fortified, and 
arc connected with more historic, warlike, and commercial 
associations than any other cities in central Europe. 

I must not, however, intrude on your space by meie 
, historical reminiscences, suffice it to say, that after a tour 
. of a year and a half, tho only truly happy period of my 
life, I sailed from Ostend, and arrived in Cork, after a very 
tempestuous and dangerous passage; and after visiting 
that land of enchantment, our own incomparableKUlarney, 
I proceeded at once to call on the titular bishop, of whose 
diocese I was an alumnus, who lived on the way between 
Cork and the residence of my family, and was one of 



